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The SV Mobile App is here!

Now - May 6 –  
 SV Secondary Art Show, grades  
 7-12, Cranberry Municipal Building  
May 4 –
 School Board Meeting, 8 p.m.,  
 IHS Aud. (Work Session) 
May 5 – 
 National Teacher’s Day 
May 6 –  
 National School Nurse Day
May 7 -11 –  
 SV Secondary Art Show, grades  
 7-12, Cranberry Township  
 Barnes & Noble
May 8 –  
 Snow Make-Up Day #4,  
 All District K-6 Track and Field  
 Meet, 5:30 p.m., NexTier Stadium
May 9 –
 Grand March, 5 p.m., SHS Aud.
 Prom, 6 p.m., Scottish Rite  
 Cathedral (For more, see page 2)  
May 11 –
 School Board Meeting, 8 p.m.,  
 IHS Aud. (Action Session) 
May 13-27 –
 Keystone Testing
May 14 –
 Reality Tour (Learn more at  
 www.realitytour.org)
May 16 –
 Armed Forces Day
May 25 –
 District Holiday, No School
May 29 –
 Last Day of School for Seniors,  
 Graduation Day, 6 p.m.

May Dates  
to Remember

Seneca Valley was named the best overall  
ceramics program, out of 10 participating school  
districts, at the 2015 Standard Ceramics:  
Suburban Pittsburgh School’s Exhibition on  
April 9.
 
The exhibition was judged by Edinboro 
University professor and award-winning  
ceramicist Lee Rexrode. 

The other nine participating schools include 
Baldwin-Whitehall High School, Bethel Park 
High School, Chartiers Valley High School, 
Deer Lakes High School, North Allegheny High 
School, North Hills High School, Peters Township 
High School, South Allegheny High School and 
Trinity High School. 
 
The honor of the title also comes with an award 
of 500 lbs. of clay.

For more photos, visit: www.svsd.net/ceramics
 

SV named best overall ceramics program

Click the Google/App Store  
links below to download.

  *  More dates can be found on our  
 homepage at  www.svsd.net.

http://www.realitytour.org
http://www.svsd.net/ceramics
https://play.google.com/store?hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/genre/ios/id36?mt=8
http://www.svsd.net


Senior and homecoming queen Jordan Harris attended the state finals for homecoming queens April 18-19.

After she participated in a business interview and an evening gown selection, Miss Harris (seen on 
far left) placed fourth in the top five winners and out of 15 state finalists. Miss Harris was also elected 
Miss Congeniality by the other queens and judges.

“[Winning Miss Congeniality]…is cooler than winning first,” stated 
Miss Harris, “and it was such an honor to be able to represent Seneca 
Valley.” 

Jordan Harris went to Tennessee for a bowl game with other home-
coming queens on behalf of the Senior High School Student Council 
this past winter.

Student Council raised over $3,000 
for Victim Outreach Intervention 
Center (VOICe) to support victims 
of domestic violence from monies 
made at the Sadies Hawkins dance 
that was held on March 20.

SV gives back

Seneca Valley is celebrating “Around the World” at the 2015 Prom on May 9. 

Grand March will begin at 5 p.m., in the senior high school auditorium. The prom will be held at the 
Scottish Rite Cathedral in New Castle from 6 -11 p.m.

Earlier this month, seniors chose 20 classmates to represent their prom court. The ladies of the 2015 
Prom Court are Madeline Bresch, Rachel Brunette, Alicia Hart, Alyssa Herrmann, Brooke Karasack, 
Claire Kocur, Abigail Kugel, Emily Skamla, Teresa Leatherow and Julia Zezinka. The gentlemen of the 
court include William Drambel, Creamon Frazier, Brad Hensler, Tyler Herrmann, Stephen Jones, Matt 
Juiliano, John Price, Matthew Prigg, Zachary Snyder and Matthew Wagner.

Seneca Valley’s prom king and queen will be announced during the prom at the Scottish Rite Cathedral.

‘Around the World’ – 2015 SV Prom

The first-ever Raiderthon event was held from 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 18 to 8 a.m. on Sunday, April 19. Over 230 
dancers committed to dancing/standing for 12 hours  
without leaning or sitting in hopes of raising $15,000.   
SV exceeded their goal and raised $19,258.92!   
All monies raised will go towards the Miracle League  
of Southwestern PA. 

If you are still interested in giving back, visit SV Student 
Council’s Go Fund Me account for donations:  
http://www.gofundme.com/raiderthon.

Dancing all night long

Senior Royalty
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Three fifth graders were recognized 
as 2015 BASF Earth Day poster  
contest winners on April 22 at  
Evans City Middle School (ECMS).

Caroline Zulick won first place, 
Kelly Koegler won second place, 
and Emma Conrad was the third 
place winner.

All fifth grade students received a 
free T-shirt with the first place  
winner’s design to wear on Earth 
Day.This was the eighteenth year 
that BASF has partnered with 
fifth graders at Evans City Middle 
School for this contest.

ECMS, BASF celebrate 
Earth Day

(From L-R)Third place winner Emma Conrad,  
second place winner Kelly Koegler, and first  
place winner Caroline Zulick.

Back row (L-R): William (Matt) Drambel, 
Stephen Jones, Zachary Snyder, John Price, 
Matthew Prigg, Creamon Frazier,  
Matthew Wagner, Brad Hensler and  
Matt Juiliano. Missing: Tyler Herrmann.  
Front row (L-R): Madeline Bresch,  
Alyssa Herrmann, Emily Skamla,  
Abigail Kugel, Teresa Leatherow,  
Rachel Brunette, Julia Zezinka,  
Brooke Karasack, Claire Kocur  
and Alicia Hart.

Photo credit: EDI Imaging

http://www.gofundme.com/raiderthon


Rowan Elementary students recently presented on “Why do 
we need this learning space” to a panel of school officials and 
parents. The students discussed converting learning space 
into 21st century classrooms where students can participate in  
passion projects. The idea originated from Google, who feel 
that productivity increases if people are allowed to work on 
what they love.

Rowan Elementary School welcomed 
seventh and eighth grade students 
 (many of whom were Rowan alumni) 
 from the Seneca Valley Middle 
School (SVMS) to conduct the 
monthly Olweus Bullying Prevention 
lesson on March 27. 

This month’s theme was resiliency. 
Each lesson facilitated was created 
by Rowan teachers and used an  
age-appropriate story, including 
“Rainbow Fish,” “Teammates,” and 
“Each Kindness,” along with  
discussion questions around this 
theme. The SVMS students were 
well-prepared and shared their  
experiences of being resilient and  
engaged Rowan students in  
discussion on how they can show 
resiliency at school, at home, or in  
the community.

Seneca Valley has been using the 
Olweus Bullying Prevention Program 
district-wide since the 2009-2010 
school year. This research-based 
program allows students to  
participate in weekly classroom 
meetings that incorporate a variety  
of bullying prevention topics and 
community building activities.

Resilient Rowan alumni

Senior high school students from Ms. Kelly 
Weston’s AP Chemistry class visited Rowan 
Elementary students in Ms. Angela  
Cardillo’s second grade classroom on  
March 27 for an afternoon of science.  
Both secondary and elementary student 
“scientists” conducted various chemical  
and physical change trials that they  
hypothesized, investigated and observed. 

Students followed the scientific method and applied their prior knowledge to experiments that  
included chemistry in a bag, gas rockets and making slime.      

Science matters

Fourth grade students from Evans City Elementary created inventions for the “Invention Convention” 
event that was held on March 13. 

Student inventions ranged from a fold-o-rama, to a treat dispenser, a stink bug catcher, a hands-free 
umbrella and even a sled retriever 5000! 

Students presented their clever ideas to other classrooms, parents and the local community. 
The Invention Convention was a culminating activity that was the result of studying inventors and 
inventions over the last few months.

Innovative inventions

Welcome to the 21st Century
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Evans City Elementary fourth grade students enjoyed learning about the history of Western  
Pennsylvania when they attended the Heinz History Center for a field trip on March 27.

History lesson



The students in Haine Middle School 
Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math (STEM) Fems program 
participated in Adventure Stations 
facilitated by guest presenter, Ms. 
Mindy Gawlas at the end of March.  
Students explored properties of gas, 
thermodynamics, states of matter, 
and dry ice at ten different stations. 
The Adventure Stations were  
designed as exhibits, demonstrations, 
and hands-on activities.

Two Rowan Elementary School  
students placed in the National  
Energy Technology Laboratory 
(NETL) Earth Day poster  
competition held during the  
month of April.  

Ariana Drake placed second (seen 
on right) and Olivia Dejeet placed 
third out of 500 entries in grades K-4. 

The NETL Earth Day poster  
competition is an opportunity for 
the next generation to think about 
the impacts on the environment 
and how their actions can harm or 
protect the world that surrounds 
us. The submissions NETL received 
truly demonstrates that students 
take personal responsibility and  
environmental stewardship  
seriously.

Dr. Grace Bochenek, director of the 
NETL, said she was moved by the 
number of posters submitted for  
the 2015 competition and “the  
messages of environmental  
consciousness that they displayed.”

To view all of the Earth Day Poster 
winners, click here.

Poster students

Evans City Elementary was fortunate to have Thomas Pichieri 
address kindergarteners during the school’s EC STEAM  
project on April 1. Mr. Pichierie is a principal engineer at  
Cantada where he is responsible for new product  
development and is currently leading the development of 
Cantada’s Satellite equipment suite of products. His  
presentation focused on how engineers work to turn an 
inventor’s ideas into reality.

Turning ideas into reality

Girls from Evans City  
and Haine Middle 
Schools Science,  
Technology, Engineering 
and Math (STEM) 
Fems group attended 
the Carnegie Science 
Center for SciTech Days 
on March 3.  

Students had the opportunity to learn about careers in STEM by 
exploring hands-on activities such as Tech Zone exhibits, a DNA 
and CSI workshop, 3D printing and design, a ROBOTS! theater show 
and much more. 

SciTech Days were designed to supplement classroom instruction 
and help students prepare for future careers in STEM.

STEM Fems discover SciTech Days

Exploring new adventures
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Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School students joined  
Scott Rupik, acting assistant principal, as they packed up food 
and toiletries that were collected last month during the school’s 
community service project “March Gladness.” All items were 
donated to a local food bank in Butler County.

CVE collects for community

http://www.netl.doe.gov/about/education/earth-day/2015winners
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The Seneca Valley Academic Games Team excelled at the Pennsylvania State Academic Games Competition, known as the Tri-Bowl.  
Thirty-four Haine Middle School (HMS) students, as well as six Evans City Middle School students competed with schools from all across 
the commonwealth in four different academic games. The tournament was held over two days, March 3 and 9, at Grove City College.

In the game of Equations, a team from HMS won first place, and are PA State Champions. The new state champion team was made up of 
Jack Veverka, Anoop Savio, Sebastian Wary, Zach Garcia, and Parker Logue. In addition, Jack Veverka, Renhan Xu, Brenna Wrubel, Anoop 
Savio, and Sebastian Wary earned an undefeated score. Jack Veverka had a perfect score, becoming the PA State Co-Champion in  
Equations.

In the game of Presidents, a team from HMS finished in second place. The PA State runner-up team was made up of Sebastian Wary, 
Brenna Wrubel, Dilini Ranaweera, Vibha Hodachalli, and Zach Garcia. Another HMS team also finished in fifth place. The fifth place team 
consisted of Arya Nayak, Sarah McKinley, Andrew Drozynski, Evan Howley, and Simren Jayaraman. In addition, Sebastian Wary, Brenna 
Wrubel, Roma Kesavan, Dilini Ranaweera, and Brendan Malloy scored in the top ten percent of the competition. Sebastian Wary posted the 
highest score of the day, becoming the PA State Champion in Presidents.

In the game of LinguiSHTIK, a team from SV won first place, and are PA State Champions. The new state champion team was made up of 
Zach Garcia, Ananya Rao, Dora White, Christian Williams, and Dilini Ranaweera. SV teams also placed third, fourth, and fifth in the state. 
The third place team was made up of Brenna Wrubel, Matt Murphy, Renhan Xu, Evan Howley, and Zack LaValle.  The fourth place team 
consisted of Sarah McKinley, Cameron Ailes, Megan Bablak, Jacklyn Ko, and Lauren Ehret. Finally, the fifth place team was Benaifer Sepai, 
Ryan Jones, Arya Nayak, Brendan Malloy, and Nick Folino. In addition, Matt Murphy, Ananya Rao, Renhan Xu, Sarah McKinley, Parker 
Logue, Ryan Jones, Zach Garcia, Jacklyn Ko, and Benaifer Sepai earned an undefeated score. Matt Murphy, Ananya Rao, Renhan Xu, 
Sarah McKinley, Parker Logue, Ryan Jones, and Zach Garcia had perfect scores, becoming the PA State Co-Champions in LinguiSHTIK.

In the game of Propaganda, SV finished in second place. The PA State runner-up team was made up of Parker Logue, Zach Garcia, Rob  
Appling, Anoop Savio, and Kaitlyn Moore. In addition, Brenna Wrubel, Ananya Rao, Parker Logue, Zach Garcia, Ryan Jones and David Choi 
scored in the top ten percent of the competition.  Brenna Wrubel posted the highest score of the day, becoming the PA State Champion in 
Propaganda.

Students went on to compete against students from schools around the country at the Academic Games Leagues of America (AGLOA) 
National Competition in Orlando, Florida April 24-27.

Look for national competition results in our May issue.

Academic Games Team excels at Tri-Bowl

Front row (left to right) Sebastian Wary (PA State Champion in Presidents), Jack Veverka (PA Co-Champion in Equations), Brenna Wrubel (PA State Champion in  
Propaganda). Back row (left to right) Sarah McKinley, Parker Logue, Renhan Xu, Zach Garcia, Matt Murphy, Ryan Jones, Ananya Rao (These students tied as PA State  
Co-Champions in LinguiSHTIK).

For the sixth year in a row, sophomore Aaron Wolf can say he is an internationally ranked dancer.  Mr. Wolf  
headed to the World Championships of Irish Dance last month to compete against the top dancers and placed 10th.  

In addition to his competitions, Aaron auditioned and was accepted into the first Riverdance Trinity College  
International Summer School, which is being held in Dublin, Ireland in July.  He will spend six days learning all 
aspects of professional dancing from current Riverdance cast members.  Last summer, Aaron participated in a 
similar program called Studio 2 Stage, where he worked with other dancers and choreographers (one who is  
now the lead in Riverdance) from all over the world.

Dancing champ



Thirty-five AP Government students attended 
the play ETTY with history and government 
teacher Mr. Jim Lucot at the Rodef Shalom 
Congregation in Squirrel Hill on April 12.
  
ETTY is a touring one-woman play based on 
the diaries and letters of Esther “Etty” Hillesum, 
adapted and performed by Susan Stein 
(pictured with students below). Using only Etty 
Hillesum’s words, the play is set in 1941 when 
Etty Hillesum, a young Dutch Jewish woman,  
is living in Amsterdam.

Motivational speaker Alonzo 
McKenzie brought his brand of high 
energy and engagement to a  
visitation with students in the  
Seneca Valley Intermediate High 
School on March 27. 

Mr. McKenzie’s presentation 
centered around determination and 
perseverance, and allowed students 
to understand the importance of 
setting goals and staying focused on 
the vision they have for the future.

Words of inspiration
Two Seneca Valley students recently came out on top at both the 
regional and state competitions for the SkillsUSA Leadership and Skill 
Championship, a program offered through the Butler County Vocational 
Technical School.
 
At both the regional and state levels, competitions were held in over 50 
different career and technology leadership and skill categories ranging from Prepared Speech and 
Extemporaneous Speaking to Automotive Technology and Building Construction Team Works.  
 
At the District 10 regional competition, students from schools in northwest PA competed to earn 
the right to move on to the SkillsUSA Pennsylvania Leadership and Skill Championships.  
 
Overall, senior Sean Howley earned first place awards in First Aid/CPR at both the regional and 
state competition. Senior Nathan Huffman earned first place and second place honors,  
respectively, at the regional and state competitions for firefighting.
 
Butler County Area Vocational-Technical School Skills USA Competitors from Seneca Valley who 
placed regionally include:
Esthetics - Hana Richani - 3rd place
Teamworks - Juston Kolarich - 2nd place
Advertising Design GA - Tyler Podlaski - 2nd place
Auto Service Tech - Jacob Zilka - 4th place
Commercial Baking - Stephanie Swanson - 7th place
Esthetics - Danika Koller-Jones - 4th place
Esthetics - Hana Richani - 3rd place
Nail Care - Alyssa Nusser - 5th place
 
SkillsUSA Competition is a partnership of students, teachers and industry representatives working 
together to ensure America has a skilled workforce. SkillsUSA helps each student to excel.  
SkillsUSA is a national organization serving teachers and high school and college students who 
are preparing for careers in technical, skilled and service occupations, including health  
occupations and for further education. SkillsUSA was formerly known as VICA (the Vocational 
Industrial Clubs of America).

Expert skills earn SV students top awards

Etty’s words
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Jack Reynolds, a freshman at  
Seneca Valley Intermediate High 
School, won second place for his 
digital photograph, “Ennui” at the 
2015 Butler County High School 
Student Art Show, held at The Art 
Center in Butler. 

An artist’s reception was held at 
the Art Center on March 13. The 
Butler County High School Student 
Art Show is sponsored and hosted 
by The Associated Artists of Butler 
County.

Capturing the moment

Holocaust Remembrance Day was April 16, 2015. In an effort to 
honor those who served in our military, those who survived the 
devastating events of the Holocaust, and in remembrance of 
those who passed, sixth grade students at Haine Middle School 
created a pointillism project as a memorial. The project was on 
display through April 24 at the Cranberry Township Municipal 
Center. 

The project consists of portraits of survivors that the students 
recreated into pointillism art. Each dot on the portraits is in  
memory of someone who was killed during this tragic time in world history. In all of the portraits  
presented, it still only represents one twelfth of the six million Jewish people who died. This project was 
part of the students’ studies of Europe and reading “The Diary of Anne Frank.”

A day of remembrance



Two Seneca Valley students earned awards at the 76th annual  
Pittsburgh Regional Science and Engineering Fair (PRSEF) at 
Heinz Field on Friday, March 27. 

Senior Andrew Lingenfelter (pictured right) received a fourth 
place category award in physics and a special award from the 
Pittsburgh Supercomputing Center for a simulation he created 
demonstrating the quantum mechanics theory of wave/particle 
duality.   

Sophomore Jared Jordan earned a special award from Duquesne University Department of  
Biological Sciences for his study of brain lateralization in echinoderms.  

Three other Seneca Valley students presented their original scientific research projects including, 
Valerie Jordan, Julia Kooser and Tom Zugell.

All five Seneca Valley students competed with over 1,000 other students from the Pittsburgh region.
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SV students earn awards at PRSEF

The STEM Lecture Series on  
March 20 featured Heidi McDonald, 
Computer Game Designer and Writer 
with Schell Games LLC. Schell Games 
is a full-service game design and  
development company, which  
specializes in creating  
transformational games and  
innovative, interactive experiences. 
Founded in 2002 by world-class game 
designer and esteemed author Jesse 
Schell and located in Pittsburgh, 
Schell is the largest game studio in 
Pennsylvania and one of the biggest 
independent game studios in the 
country.

Playing games

Seneca Valley Senior High School students were recently awarded first place, second place and best 
oralist, and also recognized for their written brief, at the annual International Criminal Court (ICC) High 
School Moot Court Competition. The event was sponsored by Global Solutions Pittsburgh and hosted by 
the University of Pittsburgh April 10-11.  

Eight Seneca Valley Senior High School students competed at the event, which included schools from 
Western Pa. Juniors Christina Dadey and Siona Sharma took first place.  Seniors Amanda Spangler and 
Maresa Vaccarello placed second. Additionally, Amanda Spangler and Sean Yanez earned best oralist 
awards for their legal arguments during the two- day 
competition. Finally, partners Elisa Vogel and Sean Yanez 
and Amanda Spangler and Maresa Vaccarello received 
special awards for their written legal briefs.

This particular competition is designed to introduce  
high school students to the work of the ICC in  
addressing international human rights issues,  
especially war crimes, genocide, and crimes against 
humanity. This year, the students tackled two very  
difficult issues—forced displacement as a genocidal  
act and whether or not a military officer should receive  
a lesser sentence as a result of following the orders of  
a superior.

The ICC rules in favor of SV

Senior Mitchell Lesko (center) dedicated a hand-
made oak bench to the Butler VA Hospital on April 
10 as part of his senior project. The bench included 
a plaque in memory of his grandfather Charles 
Lesko, Sr. a decorated WWII veteran and who 
passed away just 4 years ago. His grandfather’s 
hobby throughout his life was woodworking.

Senior builds bench for a better VA Hospital

Taylor Sheehy, a 
senior at Seneca 
Valley, was recently 
selected as a Bayer 
School Scholar at 
Duquesne  
University. The 
Bayer School Scholar program is  
an extremely competitive program  
offered by the Bayer School of  
Natural and Environmental  
Sciences. As a Biochemistry major, 
Miss Sheehy received a four-year full 
tuition scholarship and will conduct 
research mentored by Duquesne  
sciences faculty and scientists  
associated with the program. She  
will also be granted paid summer  
research internships during her 
course of study at Duquesne 
University which will take place at 
Duquesne, the Citizen’s Science Lab 
or with local industry.

Senior selected  
for scholarship

Moot Court Competition winners row 1 (L-R): Amanda 
Spangler, Christina Dadey, Maresa Vaccarello, row 2: 
Siona Sharma, row 3 (L-R): Sean Yanez and Elisa Vogel.
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AlumniAlumniNews & NotesNews & Notes
Amanda Pulcini, a Seneca Valley graduate 
of 2003, held master classes with students 
in the Intermediate High School and Senior 
High School on April 9. 

Ms. Pulcini received her Bachelor of Fine 
Arts in Musical Theatre from Shenandoah 
Conservatory and has performed in numerous 
plays and musicals both regionally and in 
New York. She is currently performing as 
Gloria in “Boeing Boeing” at the CLO  
Cabaret in Pittsburgh through May 10.

Mr. Everett Foster, a 2009 SV graduate recently had his book, “Restof, The Skateboarding Elf,” that he wrote,  
illustrated and published. We asked him to catch us up on what he is doing today and how Seneca Valley influenced 
his life and career.

Q: Tell us about your occupation.
A: I currently work at Bi-Lo grocery store in the produce department, and before that I worked at Market District Giant 
Eagle for a long time. I do not mind working in a grocery store, but it is only temporary. My career goal is to be able to 
just write, whether it is a lot more children’s books, poetry, etc. Along with writing, I would love to own a  
shop; whether it is a skate shop, music or a book store is still yet to be decided. My personal hobbies consist of  
skateboarding, playing hockey, playing guitar, being with my friends and family, and of course writing.

Q: Please share with us some information about your family. 
A: My father, Larry Foster, is the district driver for the Seneca Valley School District. My mother Betty Foster is a  
behavioral specialist consultant at Kids Count Family Psychological, and my sister Gretel works for Guardian Protection Services.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
A: Seneca Valley helped me become the person I am today by providing me with the knowledge I have used in many aspects of my life. I was in 
advanced English courses a few years, so that was also a great help in becoming a published author/illustrator. I also met a lot of great friends that 
are still there for me today.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: I think Seneca Valley is such a special place to learn and grow, not only because of all its fantastic academics, but also for all of its extra- 
curricular activities such as sports, clubs and elective classes.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
I started at Seneca Valley in the eighth grade and continued there all the way through graduation. I had a lot of truly incredible teachers, but five 
of them made a great impact on my life. Mr. McCracken – 8th grade History; Miss Erdner- 8th grade Advanced English; Mr. Duderstadt- 9th grade 
Wood Fab.; Mr. Citro-10th grade Manufacturing; and Mr. Wolfe- 11th and 12th grade Robotics and Power Trans. As I said, Seneca is filled with 
many wonderful people on their staff, but these five individuals really exceeded in excellence toward me.

Alumni Q & A with Everett Foster, Seneca Valley Class of 2009

continued on page 11

Danielle Millett, a 2005 graduate of Seneca Valley, 
brought some cutting edge technology with her 
when she visited Evans City Elementary students 
recently. Ms. Millett returned to her alma mater 
on March 19 where she discussed her career and 
experience with Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art and Mathematics (STEAM). 

During her presentation Ms. Millett demonstrated  
facial recognition software using the facial  
recognition Android software which secures  
her notepad.  She also demonstrated facial  
recognition in Google Play showing a movie, which 
when paused, automatically circles faces in the shot 
for more detailed information on each of the actors. 

Ms. Millett first began coding here at Seneca Valley. 
Coding captured her interest and motivated her to continue her education at Carnegie 
Mellon University (CMU) where she completed her computer science degree.  After 
graduating from CMU, Ms. Millett accepted a position at a local Pittsburgh start-up  
company specializing in facial recognition software that was then bought by Google.  
She now works as a full time software engineer for Google in Pittsburgh.

Star alumni Alum moves Evans City students full STEAM ahead

“Resof, The Skateboarding Elf” 
can be found for purchase at 
amazon.com.

http://www.amazon.com
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It is hard to imagine spring seasons are nearing completion in the next few weeks, 
but plenty of Raider teams remain in contention for post-season competition.  As of 
this writing, varsity baseball sits atop their section standings while girls’ lacrosse, 
softball, and boys’ volleyball are in second place.  All four teams, along with boys’ 
lacrosse, are in contention for WPIAL championships starting in mid-May.  Boys 
and girls track & field fell one place short of the WPIAL team championships and 
student-athletes have now shifted their focus to the WPIAL individual qualifiers  
and championship meets.  Look for a report in May regarding some outstanding 
individual performances by our track & field athletes.  Boys’ tennis narrowly  
missed WPIAL playoffs but has had some outstanding results on the season.

SUCCESS CONTINUES THROUGH THE SPRING

Physicals, Drug Testing, & Concussion Testing  
for 2015-16 Sports

The Athletic Department has confirmed summer dates for physicals, drug 
testing, and ImPACT baseline concussion testing.  A few important reminders:

•	 NEW in 2015:  ALL paperwork must be received in the athletic office no   
 later than Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2015 by 3 p.m.  No longer will we accept   
 paperwork at the first day of tryouts.
•	 The only dates for receiving a physical on campus are in June.
•	 The PIAA mandates the CIPPE form as the only permissible form for  
 doctor’s signature.
•	 All required paperwork for athletic participation in 2015-16 will be available  
 on SV Portal starting June 1, 2015.
•	 All student-athletes must be registered in the SV Portal under “Sports   
 Registration” before competing.  Registration begins June 1, 2015.
•	 Complete information can be found here.

Physicals and ImPACT Baseline Concussion Testing Dates – Senior High 
School 
(No drug testing in June)
•	 June 3, 2015 at 2:30 p.m.
•	 June 4, 2015 at 2:30 p.m.
•	 June 9, 2015 at 9 a.m.

Drug Testing & ImPACT Baseline Concussion Testing – Senior High School
(No physicals in July)
•	 July 22, 2015 from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m.
•	 July 23, 2015 from 8 a.m. – Noon & 1 – 3 p.m.
•	 July 29, 2015 from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m.
•	 July 30, 2015 from 8 a.m. – Noon & 1– 3 p.m.

Congratulations are in order for senior cross-country 
and track & field student-athlete Tanner Quiggle who 
was recently named one of the WPIAL’s Scholar- 
Athletes for 2014-15. Tanner was one of 10 male 
honorees out of a nominated pool of 79 male student-
athletes.  Honorees receive a $1,000 scholarship which 
Tanner can put towards his enrollment at Penn State 
University as a member of their Big 10 cross-country 
and track & field programs. Tanner, along with all other 
male and female award winners, will be celebrated at 
a banquet on May 18. 

Tanner Quiggle - 
WPIAL Scholar Athlete

https://portal.svsd.net
https://portal.svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net/Page/11086
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A little rain didn’t keep people away from an evening filled with silent auction items, live music,  
performance art, great food and fun networking on April 16.

All proceeds from the Seneca Social will be applied to encouraging excellence and innovation in the 
Seneca Valley School District. Specifically, the Foundation Board of Trustees is establishing plans to  
apply foundation proceeds to student scholarships, classroom projects, extracurricular uniforms/ 
equipment and more.

We would like to recognize and thank the many individuals and organizations who donated goods,  
services and/or financial assistance for the Social. Your generosity speaks volumes about your  
commitment to children and public education:

Seneca Social rAISES $18,000Seneca Social rAISES $18,000

ComDoc – Gold Sponsor 

raider Level Sponsors:
Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent and SVF Executive 
Director, and Mr. Greg Vitale 
Farmers National Bank
Highmark 
Janney Capital Markets
Kerrish Family Trust

Patron Level Sponsors: 
Central Maintenance & Service
Eckles Architecture and Engineering
Hungarian Beneficial Society
Lutheran SeniorLife 
SV Swim Club

Teacher Level Sponsors: 
Marburger Farm Dairy, Inc. 
Mr. Paul Snyder, SVF Board Trustee

Seneca Social Donors: 
Mr. George Williams, Teacher
Rhoads Orthodontic Specialist
Verizon Wireless
Knichel Logistics
Pittsburgh Pirates
The Andy Warhol Foundation 
Definitely You 
General Mills

Stephen Schultz, Insurance Services of Zelienople, LLC
Evans City PTO
A.J. Myers and Sons, Inc. and Mr. Reid Moon, SV 
School Board Member
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, The Preferred 
Realty and Ms. Ann Reale, Realtor/Associate Broker
Garman Murray Insurance LP
Keystone State Music Theater
Jason Wehrle, SVF Board Trustee
Family and Consumer Science Department
Seneca Valley Food Service Department
Ms. Megan Bonistalli, Teacher and Sculpture Class
Wendereusz’s Candy & More
ShuBrew Handcrafted Ales and Food
Sarris Candies
Ms. Debra McDermott, Teacher
Ms. Katherine Beringer, Student
Kohler Custom Screen Printing
Rue 21
The T-Shirt Loft
Super Styles
Springfield Restaurant Group
Robinson Fans, Inc.
Shipley Plumbing
Betty’s Dairy Queen
Mussig Florist
West Penn BBQ
Bi-Lo, Northgate Plaza
Three B’s Lounge

Dr. Tracy Vitale, 
Seneca Valley 
School District 
Superintendent 
of Schools, was 
recently appointed 
to serve on the 
board of directors for the Community 
Development Corporation (CDC) of 
Butler County. Her appointment runs 
through 2018.
 
The CDC, which was founded in  
1959 by Butler County business  
owners, is the lead economic  
development organization in the 
county. It proactively creates an 
environment for private industry to 
produce and retain jobs through the 
coordination of leaders from local 
business, municipal, county, and 
other elected officials and  
organizations at all levels of  
government.
 
“I’m invested in this county not only 
as an educational leader, but also 
as a resident,” Dr. Vitale said. “It is a 
privilege to serve on this board and 
contribute to the continued economic 
progress in Butler County.”

Dr. Vitale appointed  
to CDC Board



The following information is from www.StaySafeOnline.org.
 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, Google+, YouTube, Pinterest, LinkedIn and other social net-
works have become an important part of our lives no matter what age. Social networks are a great way 
to stay connected with others, but you should be wary about how much personal information you post.
 
Have your family follow these tips to safely enjoy social networking:

•	 Privacy and security settings exist for a reason: Learn about and use the privacy and security settings  
 on social networks. They are there to help you control who sees what you post and manage your   
 online experience in a positive way.

•	 Once posted, always posted: Protect your reputation on social networks. What you post online stays   
 online. Think twice before posting pictures you wouldn’t want your parents or future employers to see.  
 Recent research found that 70 percent of job recruiters rejected candidates based on information   
 they found online.

•	 Your online reputation can be a good thing: Recent research also found that recruiters respond to   
 a  strong, positive personal brand online. So show your smarts, thoughtfulness, and mastery of the   
 environment.

•	 Keep personal info personal: Be cautious about how much personal information you provide on social  
 networking sites. The more information you post, the easier it may be for a hacker or someone else   
 to use that information to steal your identity, access your data, or commit other crimes such as stalking.

•	 Know and manage your friends: Social networks can be used for a variety of purposes. Some of the  
 fun is creating a large pool of friends from many aspects of your life. That doesn’t mean all friends are  
 created equal. Use tools to manage the information you share with friends in different groups or even  
 have multiple online pages. 

•	 Be honest if you’re uncomfortable: If a friend posts something about you that makes you uncomfortable  
 or you think is inappropriate, let them know. Likewise, stay open-minded if a friend approaches you  
 because something you’ve posted makes him or her uncomfortable. People have different tolerances  
 for how much the world knows about them respect those differences. 

•	 Know what action to take: If someone is harassing or threatening you, remove them from your friends  
 list, block them, and report them to the site administrator.
 
Please visit www.staysafeonline.org for more information and resources.

Cyber Safety & Social Networks

Alumni Q & A with Everett Foster
Continued from page 8

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? We’d encourage you to 
recall a moment or event that had a particularly strong influence on your life.
A: It was my first day attending Seneca, and it was huge in comparison to the private school I had  
previously attended. I knew some kids from growing up in Evans City all of my life, but for the most part, 
I had to make a lot of new friends. I had done alright so far, but I remember walking into Mr. McCrackin’s 
class for sixth period and sitting right up front. To this day I still do not know why, but it was like he and I 
had an instant student/teacher bond.  Automatically he started joking around with me, and I joked right 
back. Honestly, after that class on the first day, I already had a lot more friends.  

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: Thank you for treating me so well as a student, and for accepting me for who I am. My children’s 
book is about being different and not being accepted at first because of it.  But at Seneca Valley I was 
accepted from day one and was given great academics and had a great time all around being a student 
there. I hear all the time about people who disliked their high school part of life, and I realize that there 
are some rough patches in that stage of growing up. I can honestly say though Seneca Valley is a  
wonderful school district, filled with many wonderful teachers and staff members. I am proud to be a 
Seneca Valley alumni.
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Seneca Valley was awarded four 
awards in the Pennsylvania School 
Public Relations Association’s 
(PenSPRA) “Excellence in  
Education Communications”  
2014 Contest. 

The Seneca Valley communications 
department received an Award of 
Excellence for the E-Newsletter 
Raider Pride, an Award of  
Excellence for the E-Publication  
of the 2013-14 SV Annual Report, 
Sharing Our Vision, an Award of  
Excellence for the SV School 
District Website and an Award of 
Honor for the 2014-15 SV Calendar 
“Stand Out!” 

PenSPRA sponsors an annual 
Excellence In Education  
Communications Contest. Entries 
are accepted in a number of  
categories to reflect the scope of 
work often undertaken by  
communications professionals.

SV awarded in PenSPRA 
Communications  
Contest

http://www.StaySafeOnline.org
http://www.staysafeonline.org
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Seneca Valley School District
124 Seneca School Road

Harmony, PA 16037
(724) 452-6040
www.svsd.net

Seneca Valley in an Equal Opportunity Employer

Follow us on

Find us on

Watch us on

View us on

Haine Middle School students from rooms 306 and 308 participated in a community service project at 
the Cranberry Township Waterpark today as part of the school’s Olweus “Beyond Our Walls” theme. 
In a joint effort between township officials and teachers Noele Reynolds, Vicki Knichel, and Stacey 
Harding, the students painted two murals in the party room at the pool concession stand area.

Mural magic!

http://www.kindercare.com
http://www.svsd.net
http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://instagram.com/senecavalleysd
http://www.cranberrytownship.org/index.aspx?NID=586

